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Newsletter No. 5 - THEMATIC ISSUE ON RES8

Welcome to the fifth edition of the HEDforALL project newsletter, a publication dedicated to promoting
inclusion and accessibility in Higher Education. This thematic issue is dedicated to RES8: Educational
YouTube Videos, a significant milestone in our efforts to enhance accessibility and inclusion in higher
education.

The RES8 deliverable focuses on the production of educational videos, available in English, Greek, Spanish,
and Italian. These videos are structured around 10 scenarios, each addressing a critical aspect of accessibility
in education. The scenarios aim to provide practical guidance for educators, accessibility advisors, and
institutional staff to develop inclusive educational practices and materials.

Importantly, these scenarios were developed based on the findings from RES1 (Needs and requirements of
Students with Disabilities) and RES2 (Study: Knowledge and experience and skills of Teaching staff and
Accessibility Advisors), ensuring their alignment with evidence-based practices and real-world needs.

The HEDforALL project is funded by the European Commission under the Erasmus+ Programme, Key Action
“Partnerships for cooperation and exchanges of practices,” within the “Cooperation partnerships in higher
education” action type. The project spans 36 months, running from February 1, 2022, to January 31, 2025.

The 10 Scenarios Presented in the Videos

1. Provide Early Access to Accessible Materials

Equitable access starts with preparation. Providing accessible materials before the course begins ensures all
students, including those with disabilities, can fully engage from day one. Early distribution of course
materials—text, slides, or multimedia—fosters inclusivity and demonstrates commitment to supporting every
learner.


https://hedforall.eu/
https://hedforall.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/HEDforALL-RES1_D.1.1-Needs_and_requirements_of_SwD_report_FINAL.pdf
https://hedforall.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/HEDforALL-RES1_D.1.1-Needs_and_requirements_of_SwD_report_FINAL.pdf
https://hedforall.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/HEDforALL-RES2_D.2.1-Knowledge_and_skils_of_TeachingStaff_and_AccessibilityAdvisors.pdf
https://hedforall.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/HEDforALL-RES2_D.2.1-Knowledge_and_skils_of_TeachingStaff_and_AccessibilityAdvisors.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/login/?next=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FHEDforALL
https://www.instagram.com/hedforall/

2. Offer Flexible Learning Formats

Learning isn't one-size-fits-all. Flexibility in material delivery—transcripts, audio versions, or interactive
visuals—caters to diverse learning preferences. Flexible assessments, such as written, oral, or multimedia
options, ensure every student’s strengths are recognized.

3. Ensure Compatibility with Assistive Technologies

Educational platforms must seamlessly integrate with assistive technologies like screen readers and text-to-
speech tools. Compatibility empowers students with disabilities to participate fully, turning technology into an
enabler rather than a barrier.

4. Record Lectures with Captions and Transcripts

Capturing lectures with captions and transcripts ensures clear access to information for all students. This
practice benefits students with disabilities and those who prefer alternative ways to engage with content,
reinforcing inclusive education.

5. Design Hybrid Learning Options

Hybrid learning—combining in-person and remote options—accommodates diverse student realities. It
provides flexibility for students facing health challenges, distance barriers, or caregiving responsibilities,
ensuring uninterrupted academic journeys.

6. Provide Accessible Communication Channels

Accessible communication tools—real-time chats, forums, and voice-enabled platforms—enable meaningful
participation for all. Multiple channels ensure diverse communication needs are met, fostering connection and
inclusivity.

7. Incorporate Assistive Technology Support

Assistive technology only works with proper support. Continuous assistance—setup, maintenance, and
troubleshooting—ensures students can rely on their tools, fostering confidence and independence in their
educational journey.

8. Use Simple and Accessible Design
Clear design is key to engagement. High-contrast visuals, legible fonts, and intuitive layouts remove barriers
and ensure seamless access to learning materials for all students.

9. Offer Customizable Assessment Formats

Traditional assessments may not capture all abilities. Flexible options—oral exams, written assignments, or
multimedia projects—enable students to demonstrate their knowledge effectively, fostering equity and
inclusivity.

10. Foster Inclusive and Ongoing Communication

Dialogue removes barriers. Regular check-ins, feedback opportunities, and one-on-one meetings ensure
students feel heard, supported, and empowered, creating a dynamic and inclusive learning environment.

Impact and Future Directions

The RES8 videos provide actionable insights into fostering accessible education. By addressing practical
challenges through real-world scenarios, these resources aim to empower educators and institutions. The
videos are available on the HEDforALL YouTube channel in four languages and are part of the online repository
of accessible educational materials (RES6).

» Explore the Videos: Visit our YouTube channel.



https://www.youtube.com/@hedforall-erasmusplus-project

Project Partners

There are four partner organizations from four EU countries working together inside the HEDforALL project.
All of them bring a different perspective to the project according to their profile.
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University of Alicante (Spain)

@ N National Research Council of Italy
o Nnorde T:|=Ed Institute for Educational Technology (CNR-ITD) (ltaly)

Contact: Project Coordinator
Prof. Konstantinos Papadopoulos
University of Macedonia, Department of Educational and Social Policy
156 Egnatia Str., GR-540 36 Thessaloniki, Greece
https://www.uom.gr/en/kpapado
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